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Dangerous Counterfeit. 
Se 
A most daring and ingenious counterfeit has just 


Urata 


| | sorrespondence of the Charleston Com 


| 
||] quartereagles, discovered one which had a peculiar 
| ring, and which he accordingly suspected to be ecoun- 
| | terfeit, though in its appearance there was nothing 
to justify such an opinion, it being perfectly stamped, 
and of just the right size. On being weighed, it 
| | was found! precisely right in that respect, and the 
usual chemical tests were applied without effect; 
+ | at the same time other coins known to be genuine 
were tried, and among them some were found with 
precisely the same sound; the best judges ol coin 


ingly the piece was sent to Philadelphia, to'be ex- 
closest scrutiny, without its falsehood being dis- 
closed. Jt was dated 1843, purported to be stamped 
at New Orleans, and was perfeet in all particulars, 
with the exception that it was a trifle thicker than 


| the Governor of the Mint was, of opinion; that the 
edges were rounded very slightly more than they 
ought to be, though others could see no such differ: | 
ence, and at any vate it might have been caused by 
wear. Finallly, in order to leave no doubt. the! piece 


was composed of a shell of gold, the value of which 
was some dollar and a quarter, wilh its centre of 
silver, worth not more than a shilling, Itwasmade | 
rather thicker, in order that there could be no d 
-ference in’ the weight between it and the true coin. 


forall dealets’ in specie, as’ well as for the banks. 
This isa counterfeit against which there is no safe- 
guaré. No body can be sure that any gold coin is 
good ull he has sawn itin two, Hyven the officera 
of the Mint are deceived; a half eagle received 
| atthe Philadelphia Mint, direct from New Orleans, 
with the matk of the New Orleans Mint upon it, 
|| however, has been cut in two, and found to be 
(| prepated in the same way. All the brokers and. 
| bankers ave in terror atthe discovery. How cau 
any one of them be sure that half the bullion in 
| | their vaults is not counterfeit? 


skind thus 


and that is, that the counterfeits of tl 


of the 


coined, 
if | difference between them and genuine meoney ? 


2 
aa Masi aoe Dei! 


|.) come © light in New York. It appears, from the || 


few days since a clerk, in one of the largest speciv- 
dealing houses in that city, in handling a quantity of 


also pronounced it genuine. But all this was uot | 
enough to put anend to the suspicion, and, aceord- 


amined at the Mint there. Here, too, it passed the | 


} asual; and on being examined witha microscope, | 


Was sawn in two, when it was seen to be the most | 
cunning and dangerous counterfeit ever made. It | 


Of course this discovery is a most alarming one |} 


if 
| 


One thing is rather singular in this business, | | 


far. discovered, all bear the New Orleans mark. | 
Tt is possible that they actually came from the dies | 
nt? How else could they be so exactly || 
al even a microscope could show no clear | 


¢ eh Bore no Mit marks.) 


x wis ne doubt that which was sent to the p 


a rac cleans Greaetak Times 
: eS 
JURE NE MORNING, JANUARY 255, is1s, 


« Givis.’—The atiention of the: roaden a called 
to the letter of our valued correspondent, “ Civis,” 
which will be found on the first page of this morn= 
ing’s paper. 

aes = 
COUNTERFEIT GOLD COINS. 
~ We have been requested! by MW Kennedy, Super= 
intendent of the Branch Mint of the United States, 


“inthis city, to publish the’ following extracts from a 


Tet 


eeived by him, in Ostevary last, from the Di- 
i i letter | 
was in reply to a ecoramunication of Mr. Kennedy. 
to the Direetor, ‘inclosing a cowaterfeit: halfeagle, 


‘brought-te oun Mint from the Bank of Touisiana dn 


of the Tiaited Bateau: Phi 


Braveh 1 ‘Mints’ “Ths g quarter. ae mentioned iblow 


Mi t from Charleston : 
Mawr OF THE Usrtep States, 
Philadelphia, Oc 21, 18 

The counterfert halfeagle which you hav 
“seni to me is a very remarkable and a very: danger) 
ous imitation of the truecoin, 
Itis a curious coincidence that while you were 
examining the counterfeit. halfeagle, we had our 
Attention engaged by a guarter-eagle,, dated 1843, 
equally well imitated, and composed in the same | 
manner, This, however, bears the Q, which marks | 
imitation of the New O'leans coinage, T| 
you a part of it inclosed, for your examination, | 
it beg that you will return it tome. ‘There are no 
dies missing of thosesent to you from here, /as is 
ports; norare ay: missing here: 
othat th 1 dies cannot bave been, used by |) 
the counterfeiters, We must suppose, either that the | 
ters have thes services ofa moal ekillfal en 


your faithful servent, | 


is 
Very fespe full 
; PattEnson, Director. 
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